
    THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

            Regular Meeting

           January 14, 2009
                 7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:           James See

 Councillors:   
Robert Courtney 
                        Pat Garside




 

Dave Leask




John Sharabura



 
  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj






  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.   
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-01
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-02
Seconded by Pat Garside


Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of December 3, 2008 as presented.  *Carried*
Reeve See welcomed Ken Anbender, ratepayer from Red Maple Drive.  Mr. Anbender requested Council consider providing winter maintenance to the new subdivision road, noting concerns over the inability of fire, ambulance and service delivery vehicles to access the road during the winter months.  It was noted that this road had been built to municipal standards and would pose no problem for the snowplow to travel.  Mr. Anbender noted that with the new assessment values, there should be adequate tax revenue to cover the cost of winter maintenance to this road.  Council reviewed the definition of “Seasonal Residential” and confirmed that while some subdivisions have come to receive year-round maintenance, they satisfy other criteria such as being on a school bus route or the majority of properties have been developed and residents live there year-round. Council noted that only two of the nineteen lots on Red Maple Drive have seen any form of residential development.  Council noted it would be willing to provide plowing services for a fee until the road satisfies the other criteria.  A request would need to be made each year for Council’s consideration. Council agreed it would continue the discussion later in the meeting with the input of the Road Superintendent regarding an appropriate fee.

Reeve See opened the Public Meeting to address the purchase of shoreroad allowance.  The Clerk advised that no objections had been received from the agencies notified.

Moved by Dave Leask




2009-03
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 954-09 being a by-law to close, stop-up and sell the original shoreroad allowance lying in front of Lot 9, Registered Plan 1M-554, Red Maple Drive,  Township of Hilton, being Part 1, on Plan 1R-11654. * Carried *
Reeve See closed the Public Meeting.

Council reviewed two provisional surveys detailing the road realignment of P Line and Ellwood Boulevard resulting from road construction carried out in 2008.  The Clerk was directed to have the surveys registered so that ownership of the approximate one-acre parcels of land could be transferred from local residents to the municipality.

Council reviewed correspondence from the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) addressing a four year extension to the Federal Gas Tax funding program.  The Township will receive approximately $15,000 annually for the period 2010 to 2014. If the funding is to be used on roads and bridges, the projects must demonstrate that the investment will provide environmental benefits such as improved fuel efficiency, the protection of waterways and other environmental outcomes.     
The Clerk provided Council with information detailing $140,000 additional funding the Township should be receiving in 2009 under the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF).  This funding is in place to help municipalities cover the cost of downloaded provincial services that are paid for through property taxation.  We have also been told to expect savings with the annual payment we make to Algoma District Services Administration Board (ADSAB) given the partial uploading of the Ontario Drug Benefit and Ontario Disability Support Program.  The Clerk advised the projected savings of approximately $29,000 will not be known until we receive the ADSAB levy in March 2009.
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 Lyn Garside, Road Superintendent, advised Council that the new raft built in 2008 to service the swim program at   Big Point Park had been stolen.  The theft happened during the fall months.  The raft was approximately 8 x 8 feet 
and while the material cost was close to $1,000, the construction of the raft was done voluntarily by resident Rod Wood.  Council noted, again, how the remote location of the park facilitates such cases of theft and vandalism. It was suggested that a notice and picture of the raft be placed in the Island Clippings and on the municipal website requesting anyone who has any knowledge of the situation to contact the municipal office.
The Planning Board requested Council’s comments regarding an application for consent to sever a W Line property that would result in one 4.8 hectare parcel with a residence and one 35 hectare bush lot.  Council noted both lots satisfied the frontage requirements.
Moved by Pat Garside





2009-04
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do recommend to the St. Joseph Island Planning Board that the application by Chad Stevens and Jennifer Mathison for consent to sever Part of Lot 9, Concession 14, Township of Hilton, be approved providing the applicant pays to the municipality cash-in-lieu of a 5% parkland dedication and all property taxes are paid up to date as well as satisfying any requirements set by the Planning Board.  * Carried *
Correspondence was received from St. Joseph Township recommending the Planning Board be increased to a 10 member Board with municipal representation and cost based on assessment.

Council reviewed the building inspection invoice for November and the year-to-date status of the building department operations.  The Clerk asked if Council wanted to readdress the building permit fee schedule in 2009 but the decision was made to let the existing fee structure continue.

Council reviewed a summary of building permits issued for the Year 2008 and prepared by Ron LeBlanc, Building Inspector.

In recognition of the absence of Councillor Sharabura during the period October to December 2008, Council discussed the options available for filling a vacancy on council.  In such situations, the Municipal Act provides for a municipal council to appoint a new member or hold a by-election.  Given the time and cost associated with holding an election, Council decided on the appointment method.
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-05
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that, in accordance with Sections 262 (1) and 263 (1) (a) of the Municipal Act, 2001, we do declare the position of councilor vacant and authorize the Clerk to advertise for applications.  *Carried*
The Clerk provided various options for procedures to be followed for the appointment of a council member and recommended a written procedure be adopted.  Council discussed the different methods and agreed that the names of candidates would be made public but that personal information included in resumes and letters of interest would be reviewed in closed session.  The Clerk advised that an ad would be placed in the Island Clippings for a two week period with a closing date for applications being February 2, 2009.  A Special Meeting will be held on February 4, 2009 to meet with the applicants and decide on the new council member.

Moved by Pat Garside 




2009-06
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 957-09 being a by-law to adopt procedures for the filling of a Council vacancy.  * Carried *
Council reviewed the 2008 MPMP reports reflecting costs for various services in the Year 2007.  These reports are provincially mandated and provide ratepayers with an opportunity to see the cost of a specific service and how those costs compare from year to year.  The Report has been posted on the municipality’s website (www.hiltontownship.ca) under the “Budgets” tab. 

Council reviewed correspondence from the Village of Hilton Beach addressing new terms for an agreement between our two municipalities regarding the landfill on M and N. The landfill is owned and operated by the Village of Hilton Beach but is located within the boundaries of Hilton Township.  The Village advised that if the terms were not acceptable to the Township, the Village would calculate a flat fee for service rate.  Council rejected the terms as proposed and will request the Village provide the flat fee for service so that Hilton Township residents may continue to use the landfill. 
Moved by Bob Courtney 




2009-07
Seconded by Dave Leask
 Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 955-09 being a by-law to
provide for an interim tax levy and for the payment of taxes and for penalty and interest of 1.25% per month after the due date.  * Carried *
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Moved by Dave Leask 




2009-08
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 956-09 being a by-law to establish tax ratios for the Township of Hilton for the year 2009.    * Carried *
Council noted a recent newspaper article that quoted Premier McGuinty stating the new MPAC property assessments were unrealistic and asking municipal councils to act reasonably and responsibly when setting their tax rates for 2009.  It was noted by Council that municipalities are billed for social services based on those assessment figures.  If a municipality’s total assessment increases more than area municipalities, it will be expected to cover a bigger share of the overall levy and, therefore, will need to increase its tax revenue over the previous year.  The overall effect may still be a reduction to the tax rate, but it may not be revenue-neutral for the taxpayer.  The Township will not know what effect the new assessments will have on the 2009 tax rate until this year’s levy information is received from Algoma District Services Administration Board. The Clerk advised that MPAC has not as yet confirmed a date with St. Joseph Township for an Island-wide public meeting to address the new assessments.
In response to a request from Great Lakes Power, Council confirmed that it would be interested in having GLP attend a future meeting to address its 2009 work projects that may affect this municipality.

Moved by Pat Garside 




2009-09
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do support the December 17, 2008 resolution of St. Joseph Township that the Sault Area Hospital maintain 24 hour emergency care as a minimum standard of care provided at the MMH site.   * Carried *
Council revisited the costs associated with providing road maintenance on a seasonal basis to Red Maple Drive.  The Clerk noted that the MPMP reports for 2007 confirmed a cost of $362 per lane per kilometre for winter maintenance.  Taking into consideration that, at this point, the winter season would include roughly three months and that the road would not be plowed according to the same standards as other municipal roads, the following resolution was passed.
Moved by Dave Leask 




2009-10
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do agree to snow plow Red Maple Drive for the 2009 winter season for a cost of $500.00.  Sanding to be charged extra.  * Carried *
Moved by Bob Courtney 




2009-11
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of December 2008 in the amount of $93,063.80 as per Voucher 12-2008:  Administration - $11,734.27;  Algoma District School Board - $29,640.31; Algoma District Services - $28,197.08; Building - $1,571.33; Fire - $2,290.13;  Miscellaneous - $7,886.10; Planning Board - $3,215.00; Roads - $9,329.58.  *Carried *
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-12
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 958-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting.*Carried*
Moved by Bob Courtney 




2009-13
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do adjourn at 9:40 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 11, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve.    * Carried *
_____________________________                          __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer
***************************************************************************************
www.hiltontownship.ca
A reminder that our new municipal website is now available to the public.  The Minutes from the monthly council meetings will be posted, as will council meeting Agendas.  There is still a lot more information to be posted and it is on our list of “to-do’s”!  We are confident that once everything is complete, it will prove to be a valuable resource for all our residents.  Thank you, Jerry Shields! (webmaster)














































