         THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Regular Meeting

    March 4, 2009

         7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:             James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask 

       
 Robert Jerrard








  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-29

Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *

Reeve See welcomed local resident, Rick Gadde who had asked to address Council on issues related to the provincial highway conditions, local road improvements and the impact of the new assessments on this year’s tax rate. Mr. Gadde acknowledged he had raised the issue of the poor highway conditions previously with Council and was once again asking Council to address the matter with the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) and our area MPP. Council provided the recent response given by the MTO which acknowledged improvements to the road base would improve the condition of the road but MTO was not planning on that level of reconstruction due to the prohibitive costs and additional problems linked to land requirements from adjacent property owners.  It was suggested by Council that a petition signed by area residents and presented to our MPP might result in the recommended improvements being carried out.  In regard to local road improvements,  Mr. Gadde asked if a longterm strategy was in place to determine what the priorities should be. Council confirmed it annually reviews and updates a five year road construction plan.  Projects are listed by priority, however, that priority is subject to change due to a variety of reasons including when grant money becomes available and the fact that only certain types of projects may be eligible.  Regarding the assessment issue, Mr. Gadde noted he had attended the MPAC meeting the previous night in St. Joseph Township to address some of the recent significant assessment increases.  The meeting was not well attended by the public.  Council noted that while certain classes of land have increased significantly, the majority of residential properties have seen relatively moderate increases in the 7% - 8% range.  It was explained that if the Township doesn’t have to raise any more in taxation than it did in 2008, the tax rate should decrease resulting in property owners paying relatively the same amount in taxes.  Council is waiting to see what change there is in the levy from Algoma District Social Services as that forms such a large part of the municipal budget.  A budget meeting is tentatively scheduled for the beginning of May 2009.
Reeve See welcomed Pat Fleming, Curator for the St. Joseph Island Museum.  Mrs. Fleming advised that  committees were being formed to commemorate the War of 1812 and would be focusing on special events, education, a legacy project and tourism and marketing.  Mrs. Fleming spoke to the importance of St. Joseph Island being part of the committees given the role of Fort St. Joseph during the war.  Mrs. Fleming advised she would be requesting financial support from all Island councils to help offset the cost of attending meetings in Sault Ste. Marie.  
Moved by Pat Garside





2009-30

Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do support the request to share the costs of participating in the War of 1812 anniversary celebrations to a maximum of $1,000, recommending the amount be added to the Museum Board levy for 2009. *Carried* 

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-31

Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of February 4, 2009, as presented and the Minutes of the meeting of February 11, 2009, with the following amendment to Resolution 2009-27:  The councilor who seconded the resolution was Dave Leask and not Bob Courtney. *Carried* 

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-32

Seconded by Dave Leask

Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of February 4, 2009, as presented.  *Carried*
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Lyn Garside advised Council that he has scheduled a meeting with Great Lakes Power representatives to discuss the need for moving poles along Hamilton Bay Road and Hamilton Drive. Council was asked to consider new projects for the five year construction plan given the number of projects that have been completed over the last couple years.  The second intake of the Building Canada Fund – Communities Component is expected in April and if the government does streamline the application process, it might not be as onerous to submit an application.
The Road Superintendent and Clerk reported on the Endangered Species Act workshop they had recently attended in Blind River.  The MNR advised that mapping to identify the endangered and threatened species is anticipated to be available on-line later in March 2009.  Municipalities are then asked to use due diligence to ensure any municipal acitivities will not have an adverse affect on areas of concern.  If an endangered or threatened species is identified, communication with MNR is necessary, as well as a permit possibly being required.  Landowners will be notified by MNR if at-risk species are identified on their properties.  Species at risk in this area range from the American Chestnut and Butternut to Wood Turtle, Peregrine Falcon and Golden Eagle, among others.
Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-33

Seconded by Dave Leask

Resolved that we do accept the proposal for insurance from Algoma Insurance Group for the period March 15, 2009 – March 15, 2010, in the amount of $19,280 plus taxes.   *Carried*

The Clerk advised that since the process of registering properties in tax arrears is contracted out to the municipality’s solicitor, the fees are set by the solicitor.  Given the fees have not changed in seven years, it was determined that an increase was necessary.
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-34

Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do give first and second reading to By-Law No. 962-09 being a by-law to affix a scale of costs applicable to all documentation processed under the Municipal Tax Sales Act.  *Carried*
Council reviewed the landfill statement for 2008 prepared by the Village of Hilton Beach.  Total costs for the Year 2008 were $8,315 with the Township being responsible for $4,158 (50%), in accordance with the previous agreement.  As the result of an agreement not being reached between the Village and the Township for 2009, the Township agreed to pay a flat fee for service for 2009 which the Village subsequently set at $9,025.  Under the previous agreement, the Township provided all-season maintenance of the dump road with the costs being included in the operational expenses. Recognizing the operation of the landfill was no longer of a joint nature, Council questioned if the Village had made alternate plans for the plowing and grading of the dump road.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Village to confirm its intention with regard to future dump road maintenance.
The 2009 levy from the Algoma District Homes for the Aged was received.  The Clerk advised that this represents the final annual levy due on behalf of the Algoma Manor.  The $14,145 will be paid in four equal instalments during 2009, along with a lump sum final payment of $35,000 in June 2009 toward the Redevelopment Project.  Following these payments, we will no longer have any financial responsibility to the Algoma Manor for either operating or capital expenditures.

Council reviewed issues raised at the last Recreation Committee meeting regarding parkland available for development, progress with transferring ownership of Big Point Park from the MNR to the Township and the possibility of obtaining grants for recreation or parks projects.  Council recommended the Recreation Committee members attend a future meeting of Council to discuss these issues.
Council reviewed several pieces of correspondence dealing with the proposed closure of Matthews Memorial Hospital.  Plans are in place to meet at the Royal Canadian Legion in Richards Landing on March 7, 2009 to establish committees to rally against the closure.

Correspondence was received from Annette Fischer, Chairperson of the Museum Board, requesting a change to the number and representation requirements for board members due to the ongoing problem of attaing a quorum for meetings.   
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-35

Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that the Council for the Township of Hilton does support an increase of four members to the Museum Board and agrees that the new members may be appointed on the basis of interest as opposed to the Island municipality within which they live.   *Carried*
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Moved by Pat Garside





2009-36

Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of December 2008, in the amount of $9,106.36 as per Voucher 12B-2008: Administration - $1,524.05; Dump (2008 share) - $4,158.00; Fire - $3,424.31 and Township bills for the month of February 2009 in the amount of $15,508.29 as per Voucher 02-2009: Administration - $4,054.57;  Building - $441.00;  Fire - $983.71; Miscellaneous - $4,907.07; Roads - $5,121.94.  * Carried *

Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-37

Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 963-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-38

Seconded by Dave Leask

Resolved that we do adjourn at 10:05 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

_________________________                          __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer

******************************************************************************************
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BUILDING PERMITS entitle you to ….

· A proficient review of building plans for compliance with all Provincial and Municipal laws and codes

· On site inspections by a trained inspector throughout the course of construction

· Assurance that the health and welfare of you, your family, and your neighbours are taken into consideration

******************************************************************************************

Dump (M & N Road):   

******************************************************************************************

Hilton Community Recreation Committee: 
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******************************************************************************************

F I R E – 9 1 1

Reminder
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*** Building Inspection ***


Ron LeBlanc – Building Inspector  - Call 1-800-797-2997








‘WINTER’ Hours in Effect from Sept 15/08 – May 15/09:





Saturday:    10:00 am  -  3:00 pm        Sunday: 2:00 pm  -  6:00 pm








    Childrens’ Easter Party to be held at the Hilton Township Office on Sunday, March 29th from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. Crafts, treats and a free colour photo of each young person with the Easter Bunny! All kids are welcome!




















It is necessary to obtain a Fire Permit at the Municipal Office for Small Brush Burning and Incinerator Burning during the months from April to October. There is no fee for this permit. A reminder that burning is only permitted from 6:00 pm to 8:00 am.  
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