
    THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

           Regular Meeting

            April 9, 2008
                 7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:           James See

 Councillors:   
Pat Garside




Robert Courtney 



 


John Sharabura



Dave Leask 
  Road Superintendent: 




Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj
There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest.   
Moved by Pat Garside





2008-39
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *
Mayor Edith Orr from Johnson Township attended the meeting to speak to Council about the Desbarats arena.  Mayor Orr acknowledged the need for recreational services and the associated cost but pointed out that the arena serves more than just her municipality.  Mayor Orr invited council members to get involved and offer any ideas they may have to ensure the facility continues to operate and benefit all the surrounding communities.  

Jerry Shields, local resident and Deputy Fire Chief, was present to answer questions regarding his earlier proposal for a new website for the municipality.  Following Jerry’s presentation, Council reviewed the proposals received from three candidates and passed the following resolution.

Moved by John Sharabura




2008-40
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do accept Jerry Shield’s proposal for the development of a standalone website for Hilton Township as detailed in his March 5, 2008 written presentation to Council.
Moved by Pat Garside




2008-41
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of March 5, 2008, as presented. *Carried* 
Notice was received from the Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal that Hilton Township had been successful with its application under the MIII (Municipal Infrastructure Investment Initiative) for improvements to the P Line bridge and road.  The Township will receive $103,000 to carry out the work in 2008.
In addition to the above noted funding, notice was also received from the Ministry of Transportation that the Township of Hilton would receive funds under the 2008 Municipal Road and Bridge Infrastructure Investment. All Ontario municipalities, with the exception of Toronto, received funding based on population and kilometers of roads. The program is designed to assist municipalities in repairing their failing road infrastructure. Funds will not flow until June 2008, along with a description of the eligible expenditures for which the funding may be used. The following resolution was passed to satisfy the requirements of the program.

Moved by John Sharabura




2008-42
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that with regard to 2008 provincial funding for municipal road and bridge capital needs, we do agree to the following terms and conditions:

1.  That the $126,098 allocated to the Township of Hilton by the province will be used for municipal road and bridge capital investment needs;

2.  That a final summary report detailing expenditures, use of provincial funding, and outcomes achieved shall be submitted to the Ministry and the Ministry may request an independent audit of the project; and

3.  Any funds intended for the project that are not used in accordance with rehabilitation of municipal road and bridge capital investment needs or the terms outlined above will be returned to the Ministry.    * Carried *
Council reviewed a by-law that would authorize the crossing of a municipal reserve for hydro and property entrance purposes.

Moved by Pat Garside





2008-43
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 936-08 being a by-law to authorize the aerial crossing of the one foot municipally owned reserve by the existing power line and to create an entrance from Red Maple Drive to Part of Lot 20, Concession 7.  *Carried*
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Council reviewed several items of correspondence resulting from the Notice of Completion regarding the proposed road access to Lot 16, Concession Y (Jocques Bay). 
Council reviewed the response from the owner of Part Lot 16, Grand Point Concession regarding that individual’s request for road access to his property. This is an area in which the original township survey did not set out any form of municipal road allowance. Council noted that despite the lack of clarity as to the intended use of the property, any form of road access, be it municipally or privately owned, would require private landowner and Crown permission, as well as, the undertaking of environmental impact studies.  The Clerk was directed to contact the property owner and advise he obtain the services of a professional consulting firm to work on his behalf. 
The Clerk advised she had received a call from a resident about the poor road condition along Highway 548 between the Village and Hamilton Bay Road.  The resident was concerned that taxpayers’ dollars were being wasted on the repeated road work carried out by the Province with no improvement to the road condition resulting.  Council agreed that the road condition was poor but believed it was the result of an inadequate road base and not in the difference of road surface material (re asphalt vs hot mix).  The Clerk was directed to ask the resident to submit his concern in writing so Council could better determine what action should be taken.  The Clerk advised the same individual had concerns that the explosions from Ontario Trap Rock in Bruce Mines could have a negative effect on the structural integrity of residents’ homes.  Council recommended the individual contact the Ministry of the Environment which regulates the activities of Trap Rock, as well as, contact the Bruce Mines Council to address his concerns.
Council received a copy of the proposed 2008 Fire Budget which had received a recommendation of approval from the Fire Board members.  The budget will be discussed in detail at the joint annual meeting with the Village of Hilton Beach.
The Clerk presented a Fuel Record Log and recommended that given the Hilton Union Fire Department’s use of fuel from the Hilton Township Roads Department, that a detailed record of fuel usage be maintained for all three fire vehicles to ensure an accurate costing is available for the year.

Council reviewed the invoice from Tulloch Engineering for building inspection services for the month of January 2008.

The Clerk advised that the audit for the Year 2007 had been completed and a surplus of $14,443 resulted, partially due to supplementary taxes being issued at the end of the year for new assessment.  In accordance with audit recommendations the following resolutions were passed.
Moved by Pat Garside





2008-44
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do authorize the transfer of $2,000 from the 2007 year-end surplus to the Municipal Building Reserve Fund.  *Carried*
Moved by John Sharabura




2008-45

Seconded by Pat Garside

Resolved that we do authorize the transfer of $2,000 from the 2007 year-end surplus to the Office Equipment Reserve.  *Carried*
Moved by Pat Garside





2008-46

Seconded by John Sharabura

Resolved that we do authorize the 2007 transfer of $9,556 from the General Working Funds to the Algoma Manor Redevelopment Reserve to complete the financing of the entire liability ($69,556) with payments due June 2008 and June 2009.  *Carried*
Council reviewed the Landfill Statement for 2007 received from the Village of Hilton Beach.  The landfill will also be discussed in greater detail at the annual meeting with the Village Council.

Notice was received from the Ministry of Finance regarding the amount of funding the Township will receive to help offset the cost of social services such as childrens’ services, housing services, Ontario Works, health services and the Ontario Disability/Support program. The Phase-In Adjustment continued in the Province’s calculation which, despite an increase from $100/household to $150/household, still results in this municipality 
receiving $145,000 less than our share of the actual cost of the downloaded provincial programs.  The Minister of Finance also projected an estimated savings to our municipality of $16,800 due to the uploading of the Ontario Drug Benefit (ODB) this year which should be seen in the 2008 levy from Algoma District Services Administration Board.
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The 2008 levy from the Algoma District Services Administration Board was received.  The levy showed an overall decrease of approximately $4,000 from the previous year.  The anticipated reduction of approximately $17,000 to our levy (re ODB) was not realized as the result of increases to other services for which the Board is responsible.
Moved by John Sharabura




2008-47

Seconded by Pat Garside

Resolved that we do apply for a grant under the 2008 Summer Experience Program to employ two students for a period of seven weeks each for the Big Point swim program. *Carried*
Moved by Pat Garside`




2008-48

Seconded by John Sharabura

Resolved that we do apply for a grant under the 2008 Provincial Summer Jobs Service Program to employ two students for a period of seven weeks each for the Big Point swim program. *Carried*
Council reviewed information from Parks and Recreation Ontario recommending municipalities petition the Province for funding to address aging parks, recreation and sport infrastructure.

Moved by John Sharabura




2008-49

Seconded by Pat Garside

Resolved that in an effort to halt the obesity epidemic, improve the environment and create active and healthy communities, the Council for the Township of Hilton hereby petitions the Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal and the Minister of Finance to recognize that funding for recreation and parks infrastructure is a priority for the citizens of all municipalities. *Carried*
Council discussed the improvement plans for Big Point Park and two members agreed to meet with the Recreation Committee to draw up plans for the pavilion and changeroom/washroom.  The Clerk was asked to confirm if engineered plans were required.

A summary of the tonnage of recycled materials collected at the Echo Bay and Trading Post depot sites for 2007 was reviewed.  Tonnage is down slightly which may be the result of some municipalities opting out of the joint program and operating their own individual collection sites.
Moved by John Sharabura




2008-50

Seconded by Pat Garside

Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of March 2008, in the amount of $147,435.64 as per Voucher 03-2008: Administration - $5,560.19; Algoma District Homes for Aged - $3,536.25; Algoma District School Board - $29,542.97; Algoma District Services - $85,562.01; Algoma Health Unit - $1,605.00; Building - $673.47; Fire - $4,373.39; Landfill - $4,915.00; Miscellaneous - $4,749.37; Policing - $2,630.00; Roads - $4,287.99.  * Carried *
Moved by Pat Garside





2008-51
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 937-08 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Pat Garside





2008-52
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do adjourn at 9:30 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

_____________________________                          __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer
******************************************************************************************










































