      THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Regular Meeting

    May 6, 2009

       7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:             James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask 

       
 Robert Jerrard








  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-56
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *

Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-57
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of April 1, 2009, as presented. *Carried*
Representatives from Great Lakes Power attended the meeting to provide information on several issues.  GLP will be installing smart meters on all residences by the end of 2010.  The smart meters are intended to encourage owners to complete various tasks during the off-peak hours when rates will be lower.  The “Great Refrigerator Roundup” program is once again in place.  Refrigerators and freezers ten years old or more, in working condition and between 10 – 17 cubic feet can be picked up for free and will be recycled.  It was noted that homeowners who want to do work around their homes should not schedule it for those days when GLP has advised of a planned outage to perform their own work.  The times given for the power to be off are approximate and if crews finish their work ahead of time, the power will be restored ahead of schedule which could prove dangerous to homeowners working on  their own jobs.   GLP asks that homeowners contact them to have the power turned off to their house to allow for any work to be done safely.  There is a $100 charge for this request.  The importance of keeping aerial power lines in mind when planning any construction was also stressed.  GLP now has a permit form that must be completed when a building is going to be moved.  There is no cost to this permit.  It is intended to ensure the transportation route is safe.  It was clarified that while a ban on cosmetic pesticides took effect in April 2009, GLP falls under the Public Works Exception and herbicides will continue to be used as required with all applications being carried out by trained individuals. 
Council reviewed the two submissions (Big Point Road and Hamilton Drive) for infrastructure grant funding.  The Road Superintendent recommended that if we are successful with the Hamilton Drive proposal, that the planned surface treatment of X Line for this year should be postponed till 2010 and be done at the same time as Hamilton Drive surface treating.
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-58
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do accept our share of the amalgamated tender call as follows (taxes included):

  
Calcium


Pollard Highway Products

$   11,755.30  
  
Blades



Strongo Equipment


$     4,185.14          
 
Culverts


Canada Culverts


$     1,992.85           
  
Surface Treatment

MSO Construction


$ 130,492.22
 
Paper Supplies


Copiers Plus



$          97.18      * Carried *
In response to Council’s suggestion that the Township trade the municipally owned shoreroad allowance fronting a Crown lot for the MNR owned lot where Big Point Park is located, the MNR advised it would need to receive a formal request from Council to address the issue.  If the shoreroad allowance is of interest to the MNR, the Township would be required to obtain an appraisal of both properties to determine if the values were similar.

The Township considered improving the park infrastructure at this site but first wanted to obtain ownership of the lot, rather than rely on terms of the Licence of Occupation with the MNR that is currently existing.

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-59
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do advise the Ministry of Natural Resources of our interest in trading the municipally owned 66’ shoreroad allowance fronting Lot 14, Grand Point Concession for the Crown land located on Concession Y, Part Lot 12, commonly known as Big Point Centennial Park.  *Carried*
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The Clerk advised Council that while the developer of the Red Maple Drive subdivision registered certain covenants and restrictions on the subdivision lots, the Township is only responsible for enforcing its own zoning by-law.  The Clerk was, however, advised to inform new owners of these lots that failure to satisfy the requirements registered on their deeds could result in a claim between them and the developer.

The Village of Hilton Beach responded to the Township’s inquiry about continuing to provide dump road maintenance by confirming it had not considered changing the arrangements under the previous shared Agreement with our Township.  When the two municipalities shared an Agreement for operation of the dump,  the Township would invoice the Village $50 for each half-hour of either plowing or grading.  The Village would then pay the invoiced amount and charge the Township 50% of the total road maintenance costs.  The majority of times this would result in the Township earning $25 in revenue for each grading or plowing event.  Council acknowledged that the cost of dump road maintenance would have been included in the Township’s 2009 fee for dump service of $9,025. Given the arrangement is no longer a shared operation, Council agreed that the fee for dump road maintenance should be in line with all other contracted Township road service rates, that being $100/hour with a minimum call-out rate of $100.  Council also noted that due to the poor condition of the dump road, Township equipment continues to get damaged resulting in a net cost to the Township in terms of replacement parts and equipment repair.  Council advised that for it to continue to provide road maintenance to the dump, boulders would have to be removed from the road and a load of gravel deposited. Council also recommended that the Hilton Township Road Superintendent meet with Village representatives to develop a different road layout that would make winter plowing easier and more efficient.
A request was received from a ratepayer from the Village regarding overnight parking of his vehicle at a Township park.  Council reviewed its By-Law #726-00 issued to regulate the use of parks.  Overnight parking is allowed provided prior permission has been granted by the municipality.  Council authorized the parking and directed the Clerk to provide the ratepayer with a copy of the by-law which also addressed issues related to use of the municipal dock.
Information was received from Ontario Good Roads Association regarding training requirements for municipal personnel who handle gasoline or diesel fuel.

Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-60
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do authorize Lyn Garside to enroll in the Online Fuels Safety Course:  “Site Operator Training for Municipal Workers”.  *Carried*
The Road Superintendent provided an update on the status of Garside Road West and confirmed the road should be ready for gravel as soon as half-load restrictions are lifted.  It was recommended that following the changes made to the road, a stop sign should be erected on Milford Haven Road at its intersection with Garside Road West.  Council recommended the existing stop sign on Garside Road West remain at its intersection with Milford Haven Road in the interest of safety to permanent residents living in the area.  Garside Road West will be posted at 50 km/hr as are most other township roads.
Council reviewed the Fire Chief’s report on 2008 fire operations. The Chief noted it was a slower than normal year in terms of emergency calls.  The Department’s twelve volunteer firefighters took part in twenty-four training exercises throughout the year focusing on ice-rescue training with new equipment; continued training on fire suppression, search and rescue, pumper operations and more. The Chief submitted a budget for 2009 which will be reviewed by the Fire Board in the near future.
Council reviewed the building inspection invoice for services for the month of March 2009.

Council reviewed the 2009 budget from Algoma District Services Administration Board, noting our municipality’s levy had decreased approximately $16,000 over last year.  The Province had forecasted a reduction of $29,000 for our municipality due to the uploading of the Ontario Drug Benefit and the Ontario Disability Support Program administration.

Council reviewed the 2009 budget submitted by the Chairperson of the Hilton Union Public Library Board. Council questioned the balances shown as reserve funds given two provincial grants received in recent years.  The Clerk was directed to send a letter to the Board clarifying the balances and confirming the intent and timing for use of the remaining grant money.
Council reviewed and approved the 2009 Museum Board Budget.  The presented budget was increased by the $1,000 Island-wide contribution to the War of 1812 activities and Hilton Township’s share adjusted accordingly.

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-61
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do approve the St. Joseph Island Museum Board Budget for 2009 in the amount of $32,497 with Hilton Township’s share being $3,714.69.   *Carried*
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In accordance with the by-law designating the makeup of the Museum Board, Council discussed the need for a council member to sit on the Board.
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-62
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do appoint Robert Jerrard to sit as a Hilton Township Council representative on the St. Joseph Island Museum Board.  *Carried*

Council reviewed correspondence from the City of Sault Ste. Marie regarding renewal of the Provincial Offences Inter-Municipal Agreement.  The renewal includes sixteen area municipalities and has been revised to also include Garden River First Nation and Batchewana First Nation of Ojibways.

Moved by Dave Leask




2009-63
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 966-09 being a by-law to enter into an inter-municipal service agreement with the City of Sault Ste. Marie for the assumption of Provincial Offences Act court and administrative duties.  *Carried*
The Clerk advised that the first of five accessibility standards all municipalities must comply with is the Customer Service Standard as of January 1, 2010.  The municipality must establish policies, practices and procedures on providing goods or services to people with disabilities and train staff, volunteers, contractors and any other people who interact with the public on a number of topics as outlined in the customer service standard.  The Clerk advised an on-line training program may be available to satisfy the training requirements.
The Clerk recommended deferring the 2009 Municipal Budget meeting until the Township receives notice as to whether it was successful in its road infrastructure grant applications. Senior levels of government have advised they will review applications submitted as of May 1, 2009 and announce those approved as soon as possible.

Moved by Dave Leask




2009-64
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that, in discussion on Rural Health Care, the Steering Committee co-chairs are recognized as the official spokespersons.  *Carried*

Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-65
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of April 2009, in the amount of $48,379.15 as per Voucher 04-2009: Administration - $9,642.35; Algoma District Services - $22,814.12; Building - $302.40; Fire - $5,287.39; Miscellaneous - $4,348.63; Policing - $1,344.00; Roads - $4,640.26.  
* Carried *

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-66
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 967-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-67
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do adjourn at 10:30 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

_________________________                          __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer

******************************************************************************************
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IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER TO OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT

IT IS ILLEGAL TO START WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT
******************************************************************************************
Just for Fun!?  Both Council and our Recreation Committee would appreciate hearing from the public in terms of what sort of recreational services you would like to see.  Demographics are changing, not only within our municipality, but for the whole Island.  It may be time we headed in a new direction and your input is important.  Please send your ideas to:  hiltontownship@xplornet.com or call the office (705-246-2472) or contact any of your Council members and share your thoughts!
*** Building Inspection ***


Ron LeBlanc – Building Inspector  - Call 1-800-797-2997
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