      THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Budget Meeting

    June 24, 2009

       7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:            James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask 

       
 Robert Jerrard








  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 

Moved by Bob Jerrard




2009-81
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *
Council reviewed the draft budget prepared by the Clerk.  It was noted that the budget, as presented, resulted in a reduction of 10.6% to the combined municipal/education tax rate. The tax rate decrease can be misleading due to the fact our municipality’s 2009 overall assessment increased by roughly 8% over 2008.  The actual reduction in tax dollars paid by most residents would be roughly 3.5% if the draft budget was approved.

The Township received an additional $140,000 in Ontario Municipal Partnership Funding in 2009.  This was the result of the Province rectifying funding inequities over the last few years that affected several area municipalities.  In addition to this funding, the Province issued $150,000 in road infrastructure funding in 2008 which the Township set aside for the 2009 construction season. The uploading of certain social services from municipal to provincial governments also resulted in a reduced 2009 levy to the Algoma District Services Administration Board.  The Province also reduced the 2009 education tax rate marginally. All these issues combined to enable the tax rate reduction.
Council authorized the additional OMPF funding be used to cover the Township’s $83,000 one-third share of the recently approved Hamilton Drive rehabilitation project; Federal and Provincial governments will equally contribute the remaining $166,000 in project costs. Road construction was increased from the normal $50,000 to $75,000; the Municipal Buildings Reserve Fund was increased by $10,000 in anticipation of costs linked to upcoming accessibility requirements.  When considering the proposed decrease of $21,000 to the tax levy, Council weighed keeping the levy the same as 2008 and adding to its reserves.  Council reviewed the auditor’s recommendations for what should be considered ‘adequate’ reserve levels and discussed the difficult economic times many residents are currently facing.  Following the discussion, Council decided its reserve funds were adequate and ratepayers should benefit from a reduction to the tax rate.

Moved by Dave Leask




2009-82
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do enter Closed Meeting at 8.20 p.m. for the purpose of discussing personal matters about identifiable individuals, in accordance with the Municipal Act, Section 239 (2) (b).  * Carried *
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-83
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do return to Open Meeting at 8:55 p.m.*Carried *

Moved by Bob Jerrard




2009-84
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do authorize a performance increase for the Road Superintendent as detailed in the 2009 budget.  * Carried *
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-85
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do adopt the 2009 Budget in the amount of $1,194,149.00.  * Carried *
Moved by Pat Garside





2009-86
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No 969-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the meeting.

 * Carried *
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Moved by Bob Jerrard




2009-87
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do adjourn at 9:12 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 8, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve.    * Carried *
_____________________________                          __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer
*******************************************************************************************
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IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER TO OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT

IT IS ILLEGAL TO START WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT
******************************************************************************************
Dump (M & N Road):   

******************************************************************************************
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******************************************************************************************
F I R E  -  911
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The Council Meeting for the month of August 2009 has been cancelled.















It is necessary to obtain a Fire Permit at the Municipal Office for Small Brush Burning and Incinerator Burning during the months from April to October. There is no fee for this permit. A reminder that burning is only permitted from 6:00 pm to 8:00 am.  








Items considered Hazardous:  Acids; Aerosols (spray paint, hair spray); Antifreeze; Batteries (automotive & household); Fire Extinguishers; Flammables (cleaning solvents); Fluorescent light tubes; Oil and Oil Filters; Oxidizers (chlorine, fertilizer); Paint; Pesticides; Pharmaceuticals (prescriptions, etc); Propane Cylinders (up to 100 lbs); Sharps (needles packed in plastic containers); Styrofoam.


 


 ** Please note the above items are not accepted in the local landfill anymore. **





Hilton Township residents are authorized to deposit these items at the Household Special Waste Facility located at 115 Industrial Park in Sault Ste. Marie (turn off Great Northern Road across from Esquire Honda).  





Hours of Operation:  Thursdays and Fridays from 9:00 am till 6:00 pm and Saturdays from 8:00 am till 4:00 pm.

















SUMMER Hours in Effect from May 15/09 – Sept 15/09:


Wednesday: 2:00 pm - 7:00 pm  


Saturday:    10:00 am  -  3:00 pm        Sunday: 2:00 pm  -  6:00 pm


Holiday Mondays:  2:00 pm - 6:00 pm





*** Building Inspection ***


Ron LeBlanc – Building Inspector - Call 1-800-797-2997
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