      THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Regular Meeting

    July 8, 2009

       7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:             James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask 

       
 Robert Jerrard








  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 
Prior to adoption of the Agenda, Councillor Courtney requested a couple additions regarding the formation of a Roads Committee and the possibility of reclassifying an employee’s position.
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-88
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as amended.  * Carried *

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-89
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of June 3, 2009 with the following amendment to Resolution 2009-80:  date should read July 8 and not June 3 and the reference to the budget meeting date of July 24 should read June 24.  The Minutes of the meeting of June 24, 2009 are accepted as presented. *Carried*
Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-90
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of June 24, 2009, as presented. *Carried*
Lyn Garside, Road Superintendent advised Council that one load of calcium had been applied to township roads the middle of June.  It was noted that as a result of the cool, wet weather there hasn’t been much of a problem with dust. The Road Super advised that the new float had arrived the previous day.  The company that successfully answered the surface treatment tender should be in the municipality mid-to-late July. 
Council discussed plans for holding an information session for those residents along Hamilton Drive and Hamilton Court to ensure everyone is aware of the work to be carried out this year and next and the possible delays/inconveniences that will arise as a result.  The Clerk was asked to notify the affected residents that a public information session would be held at the Township Office on Wednesday, July 22, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Clerk advised Council it appeared surveying work had begun along the X Line in preparation for the proposed road leading to Lot 16, Concession Y (Jocques Bay). Council reconfirmed that prior to the start of any road construction an agreement must be in place between the municipality and the property owner regarding the standards to which the road must be built.
Council reviewed a copy of a response from the Minister of Transportation to a local resident regarding the condition of Highway 548 in our municipality.  Council noted that the response received did not address the specific problem area.  Council had submitted its own resolution and letter regarding this same issue last year.  The Clerk was asked to contact the MTO again reiterating the problem continued to exist resulting in most road users, including MTO vehicles, using township roads as opposed to the highway to avoid the poor state of the provincially maintained road.
Council discussed the issue of creating a Roads Committee comprised of a couple members of Council and members of the public.  All council members agreed that road issues constitute the main service provided by the Township.  Council noted that its five year road construction plan is shared with the public to ensure everyone is aware of any current or future roadwork proposed.  The details of any road construction are included in each month’s Council Meeting Minutes distributed to all ratepayers by mail or through posting on the municipality’s website.  Members of the public are always welcome to attend any council or budget meeting or submit questions/suggestions in writing or contact the Road Superintendent, personally, to discuss any road concerns or ideas.  Council resolved that council members had been elected to represent the public and make the type of informed decisions required for determining what constituted necessary roadwork.  
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MINUTES – July 8, 2009

Acknowledgement was received from the Association of Municipalities of Ontario regarding our submission of Schedule C of the Federal Gas Tax Municipal Funding Agreement for use of $15,000 federal gas tax funds toward the Hamilton Drive infrastructure project.

Council reviewed the St. Joseph Island Planning Board budget for 2009 but deferred a decision on approval until actual figures for the year ending 2008 were available.

Council reviewed the building inspection invoice for the month of May 2009 along with the year-to-date comparison of fees versus costs. Council asked the Clerk to provide details on the types of permits that had been issued, along with the corresponding values of construction.

In accordance with the Budget Meeting held on June 24, 2009, the following by-law was passed adopting the tax rate for 2009.  Final taxes will be mailed September 1, 2009 with a due date of September 30, 2009.

Moved by Dave Leask




2009-91
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 970-09 being a by-law to provide for the adoption of the current estimates and tax rates and to further provide for penalty and interest in default of payment thereof for 2009. * Carried *
The Clerk advised Council that Jack Hore, President of the St. Joseph Island Voyageurs, had offered to walk the Kaskawan Trail with members of our Recreation Committee to help determine the best approach to improvements to the trail.  Recommendations were made to move the existing trail off of Crown property and onto the municipal road allowances in an effort to move the trail away from nearby development.
Council received an update on continued efforts to fight the blue-green algae situation at Twin Lakes.

Council agreed to renew the agreement with TVO regarding the low-powered relay television transmitter that delivers the TVO signal over the air to the community.  There is no cost incurred to the municipality with this option.
An update was received from Algoma Manor regarding a delay in construction of the new 96 bed facility.  Construction was due to start in July 2009 but due to financial issues is unable to begin.  Our municipality has fulfilled its $69,000 financial obligation toward the new structure with a final payment of approximately $35,000 in June 2009.  The Algoma Manor Board of Management will turn to the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care in hope of obtaining financial assistance that will permit construction to begin as soon as possible.

Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-92
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do enter Closed Meeting at 9:10 p.m. for the purpose of discussing labour relations or employee negotiations in accordance with the Municipal Act, Section 239 (2) (d).  *Carried*

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-93
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do return to Open Meeting at 9:30 p.m.  *Carried*
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-94
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of June 2009, in the amount of $218,689.66 as per Voucher 06-2009: Administration - $16,013.97; Algoma District School Board - $31,577.90; Algoma District Services - $26,851.33; Algoma District Homes for Aged - $34,778.00; Algoma Public Health (3rd Qtr) - $3,208.00; Building - $921.90; Fire - $525.58; Library - $9,176.00; Miscellaneous - $6,593.67; Roads - $89,043.31.  * Carried *

Moved by Dave Leask




2009-95
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 971-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-96
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do adjourn at 9:35 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 2, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

_________________________                                    __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer

******************************************************************************************






























