
    THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

            Regular Meeting

              August 13, 2008
                 7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:           James See

 Councillors:   Robert Courtney 

Pat Garside





 


Dave Leask

John Sharabura



 
  







Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj
There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest.   
Moved by Dave Leask




2008-89
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *
Moved by John Sharabura




2008-90
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of July 9, 2008 as presented.  *Carried*
Council reviewed the response from the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) regarding our resolution asking for reconstruction of the road base of Highway 548 from Hilton Beach to Jocques Bay Road, as opposed to annual resurfacing.  The MTO confirmed that over the last four years, it had surface treated 43 kilometres of the area of  highway referenced in our resolution. Council was assured that our concerns would be evaluated by the Sault Ste. Marie office and written findings provided at a future date.

Correspondence was received from Walker Engineering regarding the location of the new access road to Lot 16, Concession Y (Big Point). A site visit involving MNR and a surveyor will take place to establish the general location of the road.  It was recommended that a letter be sent to the owner of Lot 16, Concession Y, confirming that the new road must be built to municipal standards whether or not the subject property is subdivided.

Correspondence was received from the Ministry of Natural Resources confirming that, as the result of a second on-site visit, the floating dock and boardwalk thought to be located within Hilton Township boundaries were actually situated within the Township of Jocelyn.  Any necessary permission to allow the structures to remain will be the responsibility of that municipality.  
Correspondence was received from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing regarding the Northeastern Ontario Municipal/Planning Workshop to be held in Sudbury in September.  
Council reviewed information provided by MMAH to the Planning Board regarding the composition of all other Planning Boards within Ontario.  This information was requested as a result of one Island municipality challenging the local Board’s current representation.

Council reviewed the invoice for building inspection for the month of June 2008.  The Clerk advised there was some concern that where a deck had been added to a waterfront dwelling currently under construction, the required setback was no longer satisfied.  Council asked that the Building Inspector visit the site and confirm the measurements.  Council advised that if the deck was encroaching on the setback, the shoreroad would have to be purchased or the deck removed.
Council reviewed correspondence from the Twin Lakes Green Committee.  The Committee is made up of a group of cottagers concerned about the quality of the lake water and what they can do to clear the lake of the blue-green algae that has plagued it the last couple years. One of the Committee’s questions was whether or not a permanent dam could be built at the east end of the lake in an attempt to raise the water level. The Clerk was asked to contact the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans to determine which agency would be the governing authority.
The proposed terms of a new landfill agreement with the Village of Hilton Beach were discussed.  Information was provided addressing our municipality’s liability concerns given the location of the landfill in our municipality and our inability to play a role in any decisions regarding the operation of the site. Committee members confirmed they would schedule another meeting as soon as possible to address Hilton Township’s concerns.
Councillor Garside excused himself from the meeting at this time (8:55 pm)
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MINUTES – August 13, 2008
The Clerk advised Council that only a small number of children had signed up for the summer swim program, and confirmed that registrations have been dropping significantly over the last few years. A number of factors were considered for the reduction in participants:  the poor weather at the start of the summer season; changing the location of the program from Twin Lakes Park, as a result of the blue-green algae problem, to Big Point Park; a newspaper report that E.coli levels were high following one test at Big Point, even though the water was declared safe following a second test four days later; the youth population on the Island has decreased.  Council noted that continuing to offer the swim program in future years did not seem viable when taking into consideration the requirements of the government grants needed to help fund the cost of hiring properly trained individuals.
The Clerk presented Council with a draft policy prescribing the accounting treatment for tangible capital assets. According to the Public Sector Accounting Board (PSAB), by January 1, 2009, all municipalities must be able to provide a list of all their capital assets, as well as their values, and this information will be included in the municipality’s financial statements. The information will require annual monitoring and adjustments. The draft policy presented addressed the thresholds to be used for various asset categories, the useful life of those assets; the depreciation method to be used and whether or not assets would be accounted for using the single asset or component approach. The policy was accepted, in principle, however, the Clerk asked that adoption of the policy be postponed until there had been an opportunity for the municipality’s auditor to review it. A tentative date of August 21, 2008 has been set for a meeting with our audit firm to review our progress to date.
The Clerk confirmed the final tax billing will be mailed September 1, 2008 with a due date of September 30, 2008.  The Clerk requested the September council meeting be postponed to the second week in September (Sept 10th) in consideration of the Labour Day holiday and the tax bill time commitment.

Correspondence was received from OMERS stating the contribution rates for members retiring at 65 years will decrease slightly for the Year 2009.

Correspondence from the MNR stated it recommends the antlerless deer validation tags to be issued this fall remain the same as last year (i.e. 425).

Moved by John Sharabura




2008-91

Seconded by Bob Courtney

Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of July 2008 in the amount of $90,129.82 as per Voucher 07-2008: Administration - $15,964.30; Algoma District Services - $28,197.08; Assessment (Quarterly Pyt) - $4,040.83; Building - $1,057.88; Fire - $225.00; Miscellaneous - $5,555.92;  Policing - $2,630.00; Recreation - $2,222.24; Roads - $30,236.57.  * Carried *
Moved by Dave Leask




2008-92
Seconded by John Sharabura
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 946-08 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Bob Courtney 




2008-93
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do adjourn at 9:20 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 10, 2008 or at the call of the Reeve.    * Carried *
_____________________________                          __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer
***************************************************************************************










































