THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Regular Meeting

  October 14, 2009

       7:30 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:             James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask (arrived at 8:05 p.m.)

 Robert Jerrard








  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 
Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-108
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-109
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of September 2, 2009, as presented.  *Carried*
Lyn Garside, Road Superintendent, provided an update on the status of the Hamilton Drive Rehabilitation project, 66% funded under the Infrastructure Stimulus program. Work on the road was postponed to the beginning of September to minimize interruptions for both cottagers and construction workers.  The majority of widening and ditching has been carried out with gravel expected to be delivered within the next couple weeks.  

The Clerk advised that a resident from Hamilton Drive had inquired about the possibility of homeowners having their driveways surface treated at the same time the road would be done next summer.  Council noted that once the amalgamated tender results are received next spring, the Municipal Office could provide a contact name for homeowners.

Another resident from Hamilton Drive asked if it would be permissible to deposit brush from his property onto the vacant municipally owned lot on which the Township is currently depositing brush from the construction job.  Council confirmed individual owners should continue to take their brush to the landfill site.  

Councillor Leask arrived at this time.

A response was received from Algoma Power Inc. (API) (formerly Great Lakes Power) regarding Council’s concerns over the placement of hydro poles along X Line.  API acknowledged that the stub poles placed along X Line were installed without the review and approval of the Township and accordingly, would be relocated at API’s cost to a location satisfactory to the Road Superintendent.
A response was received from the Ministry of Transportation regarding Council’s concerns over the poor condition of Hwy 548 from the Village of Hilton Beach through to Hamilton Bay Road and the resulting effect of increased traffic on township roads.  The Minister assured Council this section of highway is monitored regularly and repairs made as needed.  It was recommended the Township consider passing a bylaw restricting heavy trucks on Base Line Road.  In addition, Ministry staff were being advised to not use ministry vehicles on Base Line unless it was for business reasons within the community.

Council reviewed a copy of correspondence from Urso Surveying advising the lines for the proposed new access road to Lot 16, Concession Y have been cut out and blazed and are ready for review by the project engineer and MNR.  Council advised it would like the Township’s Road Superintendent to be present at the same time to finalize the location of the road. 
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-110
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do agree to plow the end of the Q and R Road for the 2009/2010 winter season to allow for the safe parking of vehicles off Base Line. *Carried*
Various park maintenance issues were discussed.  The Clerk was asked to invite Jack Hore to the next council meeting to discuss potential ideas and costs for improving on the Kaskawan Trail from the Village of Hilton Beach to Stills Side Road.
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Council was advised that an emergency exercise/training session would be scheduled in the upcoming weeks.  Reeves/Mayors and Clerks from each Island municipality would be expected to attend.

Council was asked to confirm the stockpiling of asphalt at a licensed gravel pit was in compliance with the municipality’s zoning by-law.  Following a review of the Ministry of Natural Resource’s Aggregate Policy, Council confirmed the stockpiling should be considered an “accessory use” as defined in the zoning by-law.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Planning Board and request the stockpiling of asphalt material be specifically listed as a permitted use in the proposed “Extractive Industrial” zone of our new zoning by-law.

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-111
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do recognize asphalt stockpiling for recycling at licensed gravel pits as an accessory use for zoning purposes.  * Carried *
The Clerk asked for direction from Council in regard to potential solutions for building on a small lot currently listed for sale.  Council confirmed it did not want to sell the unopened road allowance abutting the property but the purchaser could apply for a zoning amendment to reduce the building setbacks or purchase the shoreroad allowance to increase the amount of building area.  It was noted the owner may need to do a survey to determine the elevation of the land to ensure it is in compliance with zoning requirements.
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-112
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do authorize the renewal of the group insurance benefits insurance policy administered by the East Algoma Community Futures Development Corporation in accordance with the revised quote received September 24, 2009.  *Carried*

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-113
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do accept, with regret, the resignation of Al Rinneard as a Hilton Township representative on the Hilton Union Public Library Board.  *Carried*
The Clerk was asked to advertise for any residents interested in serving on the Library Board. 

A request was received from the Matthews Memorial Hospital Association for our municipality to share in the cost of updating the 2003 feasibility study for constructing a 60 bed semi-dependent care facility in Richards Landing.  The cost of the review is $12,000 and both MMHA and St. Joseph Township have each agreed to cover one-third, leaving $4,000 to be shared among nine area municipalities.
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-114
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do agree to contribute an equal share with all participating communities regarding one-third of the $12,000 cost of the feasibility study for a semi-dependent care facility in Richards Landing.  *Carried*
Moved by Pat Garside





2009-115
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of September 2009, in the amount of $106,486.46 as per Voucher 09-2009: Administration - $5,107.94; Algoma District Services - $26,851.33; Algoma District School Bd - $30,609.10; Building - $868.35; Fire - $225.00; Miscellaneous - $6,322.12; Planning Bd - $3,431.00; Policing - $1,344.00; Roads - $31,727.62.  * Carried *
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-116
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 975-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-117
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do adjourn at 10:25 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

________________________                                    __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer

CENTRAL ALGOMA RURAL HEALTH CARE COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 2009 UPDATE

The Committee agreed at the June 2009 meeting in Hilton Beach to provide periodic updates to the public and since the summer is over we thought it would be an appropriate time to provide another update. While the summer saw some activities slow down because of vacations, we nevertheless continued with some very constructive projects. 

First, and most important, the success of the various committees and the overwhelming support of the residents of the catchment area (both permanent and seasonal) has led to a situation whereby no recommendation to close the Matthews Memorial Hospital has been made.  Indeed, we have been told by the LHIN that as far as they are concerned there are no changes planned for the Matthews at this time. 

While we are happy that the current status of Matthews Hospital remains unchanged, we cannot become complacent and to that end we have set up two new committees to make sure we are prepared in the event of new suggestions of change or elimination of services at Matthews Memorial Hospital.

 The Research Committee Chaired by Wendy Grey of Tarbutt Township was established to prepare the Business Case for keeping the Matthews open and The Matthews Memorial Hospital Alternatives Committee Chaired by Jim Jackson of St. Josephs Island was established to investigate alternatives and contingencies should a decision be made to close the Matthews. 

The Minster of Health’s Committee on Rural and Northern Health Care has been formed and our MPP Mike Brown has been appointed to the committee.  Mike informs us that there has been little activity to-date. We continue to believe that there will be no decisions on Rural and Northern Health Care until this committee has completed its review.

In keeping with the broader mandate of the Steering Committee to consider all health care issues of the catchment area, Bruce Prout, Chair of the Matthews Integrated Services Committee arranged for Tracy MacDonald, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of the Sault and Area Hospital, to attend our August 24th 2009 meeting to explain how Nurse Practitioners could help meet some of the health care needs of the community.  A Nurse Practitioner would augment the services provided at Matthews Memorial Hospital and this initiative would not be intended to replace any of the current services provided. Tracy’s presentation was very informative and provided the committee with some positive ideas about how this type of enhancement to the services currently provided could be beneficial to the residents of the catchment area. The Integrated Services will examine the options and make a recommendation to the Steering Committee

The Matthews Integrated Services Committee sent out a survey in August asking for input on the services currently provided by the Matthews.  We encourage everyone to complete it as it will provide critical input for our Business Case and the Alternatives Committee.

The Public Relations Committee produced some new signage and had a booth at several events such as the St Joseph Islands Hospital Museum day. Because the status of the Hospital remains unchanged, the committee feels that they don’t need to operate at the high level of activity they did in the spring. They are quite prepared to jump into action should things change. 

The Co-Chairs continue to maintain close contact with Mike Brown, Peter Vaudry Acting Chair of the LHIN, Elaine Pitcher, Chair of the SAH Board ,Ron Gagnon, CEO of the SAH and the Office of Mr. David Caplan’s  Minister of Health and Long Term Care.

We encourage anyone who is interested to attend our Steering Committees. Contact Lavera Crack for the date, time and location or call any one of the Co-Chairs at the following numbers if you have any further questions.

Lavera Crack Committee Secretary 246 2311

Tom Dalton Co-Chair 246 3750

Connie Witty Co-Chair 246 2251

Jack Priest Co-Chair 248 2443































