    THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Regular Meeting

  November 4, 2009

       7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:             James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask 
 Robert Jerrard








  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 
Moved by Pat Garside





2009-118
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-119
Seconded by Bob Courtney

Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of October 14, 2009, as presented.  *Carried*
Lyn Garside, Road Superintendent, provided an update on the status of the Hamilton Drive Rehabilitation project, 66% funded under the Infrastructure Stimulus program.  The majority of the work to be done this year has now been completed.  Gravel was deposited to the widened road in preparation for surface treatment in the summer of 2010.  There is still some ditching, grading, rock drilling to be done, as well as, fixing of some private laneways that were altered by the road improvements.  A resident from the area asked Council to consider the erection of a “No Exit” sign at the beginning of the road and just past Hamilton Court.  Council agreed that the suggestion had merit and asked the Road Superintendent to include such signage in the project. 

Council welcomed Jack Hore, President of the St. Joseph Island Voyageurs.  Mr. Hore advised that the Club had rented an excavator and operator to improve several areas in its trail system.  It was suggested that the Township could make the improvements necessary to the Kaskawan Trail between South Street and Stills Side Road at a considerably lower cost by using its own equipment.  Council agreed that plans should be made for exactly what work should be done in the area and arrange for the Road Superintendent to carry out the work prior to the road construction season in 2010.  Mr. Hore recommended a small tidy rest area would be appreciated by trail users and advised that Sault College runs a program where students construct such rest areas as part of their course. Council agreed it should be something looked into.  Council thanked Mr. Hore for his presentation and confirmed the Township would like to work with the Club to improve on the trails for all users. 

Reeve See welcomed the owner of a cottage lot on Twin Lakes Drive.   The property owner attended the meeting to review the recent issuance of a building permit for an extension to his cottage that was situated 80’ from the high water mark as opposed to the required 91’ setback.  It was noted that the cottage was originally constructed in 1982 with the benefit of a building permit and no mention was made at that time of the setback being inadequate.  According to the zoning by-law, the existing cottage could not be made any bigger without a zoning amendment to approve the reduced setback.  In oversight, the building permit to allow the addition was issued in August 2009 without a zoning amendment first being obtained.  The owner noted that the majority of the construction had already been completed.  Council advised there were two options to correct the situation.  A zoning application could be pursued to reduce the building setback to 80’ instead of 91’. Given the circumstances of the building permit being issued without noting the zoning amendment requirement, Council agreed to waive the $150 application fee.  The owner noted that he would like to include replacement of an existing shed and new decking as part of the zoning application.  Council also advised purchase of the shoreroad allowance fronting his property would allow for a 50’ setback from the high water mark for the cottage and deck, pointing out however, that the 50’ setback is not being recommended in the new Official Plan the Island is currently looking to finalize.  The owner advised he will consider both options and advise Council which solution will be pursued.  Council confirmed the current price of $30 per linear foot would apply for a shoreroad allowance purchase.
Reeve See welcomed Pat Fleming who had requested to address Council on the matter of hiring an individual to act as a co-ordinator for  a War of 1812 Committee.  Ms. Fleming explained that the individual would be responsible for working with other Island groups to promote events to commemorate the War and its significance to our area, especially Fort St. Joseph.  Council recommended that Parks Canada be contacted in an effort to receive federal funding for such an intern position.
Moved by Pat Garside




2009-120
Seconded by Robert Jerrard

Resolved that we do agree in principle to support the proposed hiring of an Events Co-ordinator for St. Joseph Island and agree to work co-operatively with the other Island municipalities for the War of 1812 events. *Carried*
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Council reviewed correspondence from a ratepayer regarding his personal support of tax dollars being invested in walking trails.  Council noted the location of such trails would be restricted to municipally owned road allowances and there may not be an opportunity to route such trails to overlook ponds and streams, not only because of private land issues but also given the many environmental concerns with such projects. 

The Clerk advised Council that approximately 53% of the Hamilton Drive rehabilitation project had been completed and the first claim submission for $133,000 would be forwarded to OMAFRA (Ontario Ministry Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs) as soon as possible.
Council reviewed a request from a resident for a replacement culvert and ditching in front of their property.  Council discussed the bylaw governing the municipality’s responsibility for replacement of culverts and noted that only in cases where the municipality damages the culvert or when it carries out ditching or changes the grade of the road is the municipality responsible for culvert replacement.  It was confirmed by the Road Superintendent that none of these scenarios applied with this location.  
Council reviewed the building inspection invoice for the month of September 2009 and year-to-date fees versus costs.

The Clerk advised Council confirmation had been received that the proposed increase of 10.92% to our group insurance benefits cost had been reduced to an increase of 5.38% for the coming year.
The Clerk advised Council that effective January 1, 2010, all public sector organizations must be in compliance with the Customer Service Standard according to the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.  
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-121
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do authorize Valerie Obarymskyj to attend the Accessibility “Train the Trainer” session to be held in Echo Bay on November 19, 2009.  * Carried *
The Clerk advised Council she had recently met with our representative from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and had been provided with a copy of its Financial Indicator Review for our municipality.  The document monitors a municipality’s financial performance in relation to established Provincial Thresholds.  While it is good that our municipality has no debt, there was still a ‘moderate’ concern that our reserves and reserve funds are at a lower level per household than what is recommended.  It was suggested that when budgeting for 2010 this matter be considered and Council consider maintaining the same tax levy in an effort to increase our reserves per household and get closer to the Northern Ontario median/average.
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-122
Seconded by Bob Courtney

Resolved that we do authorize Valerie Obarymskyj to attend the AMCTO 2010 Municipal Election workshop to be held in Sault Ste. Marie on November 10, 2009.  *Carried*
The Clerk advised she had recently purchased a laptop computer as set out in the 2009 budget.

Councillor Bob Courtney reported on a meeting he had attended in Desbarats sponsored by the Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition.  
Moved by Pat Garside





2009-123
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do endorse the Algoma Manor Board of Management’s request to the Minister of Health and Long Term Care respecting the need to move forward immediately with the redevelopment of Algoma Manor.  *Carried*
Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-124
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do agree to contribute $100 to Branch 374, Royal Canadian Legion, in recognition of the 2009 Remembrance Day Campaign.  *Carried*
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-125
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do appoint Sandy Palandra as Hilton Township’s representative on the Senior Disabled Advisory Committee for the Year 2010. * Carried *
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Moved by Pat Garside





2009-126
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do endorse the resolution by the Board of Directors of Algoma Public Health requesting the Minister of Health to investigate and resolve the issues threatening Greyhound bus service in the Wawa area. 
* Carried *
Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-127
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of October 2009, in the amount of $78,459.72 as per Voucher 10-2009: Administration - $5,552.87; Algoma District Services - $26,851.33;  Algoma District Homes for Aged - $3,536.25; Building - $1,002.23; Emergency Management - $798.40; Fire - $262.24; MPAC (Quarterly) - $4,134.30; Miscellaneous - $6,973.96; Parks - $803.33; Policing - $2,688.00; Recycling - $3,191.53; Roads - $20,165.28; Sault Area Hospital (Annual Donation) - $2,500.00.  * Carried *
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-128
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 976-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Pat Garside





2009-129
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do adjourn at 9:50 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 2, 2009 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

________________________                                    __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer

*******************************************************************************************
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IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER TO OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT

IT IS ILLEGAL TO START WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT
******************************************************************************************
Dump (M & N Road):   

******************************************************************************************
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Hilton Community Projects Recreation Committee welcomes all children to the Hilton Township Office for a Christmas Party on Sunday, December 13th, 2009 from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm.  Crafts, food and a free colour photo of each child with Santa!
The Committee would like to extend its appreciation to all those individuals who donated treats to the office for Hallowe’en.  Over fifty little ghosts and goblins ran away with all of the goodies.  Thanks again!

Report from the Central Algoma Rural Health Care Committee:

Matthews Memorial Hospital Survey results are in.  Thanks to the nearly 400 area permanent and seasonal residents for providing input. Data has been tabulated with an estimated 90% accuracy rate.  Many people provided valuable written commentary, which is being organized separately for additional assessment.  Key messages from the survey results:

· many people in area without Family Doctor care

· majority of respondents report excellent service at Matthews

· high frequency use for emergency visits, lab and x-ray services

· many people are not aware of the range of health services available at Matthews

· strong interest in several “pay for service” treatments if made available

Survey results will help to analyze present and future needs relating to area health care:

	Family Health Care
	Primary Data
	 
	Number
	% of Returns
	
	Service Satisfaction
	Rating
	Number
	% of Returns

	 
	No Family Doctor
	
	43
	11%
	
	 
	Excellent
	320
	90%

	 
	Family Doctor but not local
	
	172
	45%
	
	 
	Acceptable
	28
	8%

	 
	Combined no LOCAL Family Doctor
	215
	56%
	
	 
	Poor
	0
	0%

	 
	ABOVE excluding ALL SEASONAL
	127
	43%
	
	 
	Inconsistent
	1
	0%

	Current Usage
	Primary Data
	 
	Number 
	% of Returns
	
	Future Services
	Top 5 "willing to pay" for services if available:
	Number
	% of Returns

	 
	Use of Matthews services 
	
	356
	93%
	
	 
	Physiotherapy
	217
	57%

	 
	Less than 2 visits in past 2 years:
	56
	15%
	
	 
	Chiropractic
	201
	52%

	 
	Top 3 Reasons:  Emergency@ 95%,  Lab@ 70%,   X-ray @ 64%
	 
	 
	
	 
	Dental Hygienist
	122
	32%

	 
	# Visits in past 2 years:
	
	3802
	-
	
	 
	Naturopathic
	110
	29%

	 
	Average # Visits in past 2 years:
	10
	-
	
	 
	Acupuncture
	108
	28%

	 
	Average # ANNUAL visits
	
	5
	-
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Awareness of Full Services:
	 
	188
	49%
	
	
	
	
	








WINTER Hours in Effect from Sept 15/09 – May 15/10:





Saturday:    10:00 am  -  3:00 pm        Sunday: 2:00 pm  -  6:00 pm




















*** Building Inspection ***


Ron LeBlanc – Building Inspector - Call 1-800-797-2997
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