    THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILTON

                                                                           M I N U T E S 

  Regular Meeting

December 2, 2009

       7:00 p.m.

Present: 






Absent:  



   Reeve:             James See

 Councillors:  
 Bob Courtney


 Pat Garside



 

 Dave Leask 
 Robert Jerrard








  Road Superintendent: Lyn Garside    

  Clerk Treasurer:  Valerie Obarymskyj

There were no disclosures of pecuniary interest. 
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-130
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do accept the Agenda, as presented.  * Carried *

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-131
Seconded by Bob Courtney

Resolved that we do approve the Minutes of the meeting of November 4, 2009, as presented.  *Carried*
The Clerk advised that a representive of Ministry Northern Development and Mines had called to schedule an inspection of the work completed to date on the Hamilton Drive Rehabilitation project.  The visit is linked to the first claim report being submitted stating the project is 53% complete.

The Road Superintendent advised Council that the municipal pickup is currently being repaired and the costs could be significant, however, given the anticipated life expectancy of the vehicle the expense appears warranted.  
The Road Superintendent asked Council to consider the possibility of surface treating the approximate 650 m section of X Line from its intersection with Hamilton Drive in 2010.  The suggestion was made based on plans to surface treat X Line from Hamilton Bay Road to Hamilton Drive, along with all of Hamilton Drive in 2010.  Surface treating this additional section of X Line would alleviate need for the grader to travel to this area entirely.  A recommendation was also made that the section of X Line, from Hamilton Bay Road to Neal Drive, be straightened and built up in the 2010 construction year.  Council acknowledged much of its current five year construction plan will have to be readdressed as a result of several projects moving ahead of schedule due to the receipt of recent government infrastructure funding.  
Correspondence was received from a ratepayer from Q and R, requesting more regular grading maintenance to the road.  The Road Superintendent confirmed that the normal grading schedule had been impacted this year in a negative manner due to the significant road construction projects undertaken.  Council noted how this road had been damaged severely when significant logging took place a few years ago.  It was recommended that if the Road Superintendent could carry out some work with the excavator similar to what was done on the S and T this year, that improvements could be made without incurring a huge expense.  

Due to a problem at the Milford Haven Rest Stop, the washrooms have been boarded up and only the customs phone will remain in use over the winter.  Council will investigate several ideas over the next few months that will result in either a new structure being erected or the current building being moved to a different location in Spring 2010.

Council reviewed work still to be done at Twin Lakes Park.  Work to close in the roof of the pavilion will be carried out in Spring 2010.  Council asked that a thank you card be sent to Richard Laude for his personal efforts at ensuring the cleanliness of the park.

Moved by Pat Garside




2009-132
Seconded by Robert Jerrard

Resolved that we do request the Ministry of Transportation include in their stockpile of winter sand at the local patrol yard 500 M. Tonnes for our 2009/2010 winter requirements. *Carried*
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-133
Seconded by Robert Jerrard
Resolved that we do agree to plow the end of Jocques Bay Road for the 2009/2010 winter season to allow for the parking of vehicles off the highway.  * Carried *
The Clerk advised a laptop had been purchased for the Roads Department to replace the outdated computer equipment previously used.
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Additional correspondence was received from the property owner from Twin Lakes Road regarding the zoning amendment application that would allow a reduced building setback.

The Clerk advised the next Planning Board meeting would be held at the Hilton Township Municipal Office  on Monday, December 14, 2009.

The Clerk advised Council of a structure that had been built on the shoreroad allowance on a lot on Red Maple Drive without the benefit of a building permit.  The shoreroad was not privately owned.  The structure would be classed as an ‘accessory building’ and must be located 91’ from the High Water Mark.  The Clerk was directed to contact the owner and have him advise whether he would be relocating the structure to 91’ back from the HWM or removing the structure completely.
Council reviewed the building inspection invoice for the month of October 2009 and year-to-date fees versus costs.

The Clerk provided Council with an “Accessible Customer Service Policy”, one of the requirements that all designated public sector organizations must satisfy by January 1, 2010.  The policy should set out practices and procedures on providing goods or services to people with disabilities that will ensure reasonable efforts are made to ensure delivery of services  consistent with the core principles of independence, dignity, integration and equality of opportunity.  The Clerk will ensure all council members, fire volunteers, full-time and part-time staff and third party contractors receive the required training as outlined in the customer service standard.
Moved by Bob Courtney




2009-134
Seconded by Bob Courtney

Resolved that we do give first, second and third and final reading and pass By-Law No. 977-09 being a by-law to adopt a policy regarding the provision of accessible customer service to people with various kinds of disabilities.  *Carried*
Council reviewed four letters of interest for the recently advertised library board vacancy.

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-135
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do appoint Dianne Holt to serve as one of Hilton Township’s representatives on the Hilton Union Public Library Board, effective immediately.  *Carried*
Council reviewed correspondence from the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), reminding municipal councils that with the flow of the federal gax tax funding on an annual basis, with the intent being to provide much needed funding to protect municipal infrastructure, municipal decision makers should not be decreasing tax rates at the cost of neglecting infrastrucuture. While Council acknowledged decreasing this municipality’s tax rate this year, the decision was the result of a significant increase to assessment and not the result of foregoing necessary infrastructure improvements.

The Clerk presented the 2008 Municipal Performance Measurement Program Report (MPMP) to Council.  The Report will be posted on the municipal website.  In addition, an on-line report will be submitted to Municipal Affairs in the coming weeks.
The Clerk presented Council with a report on the Election Workshop she attended in November.  While it still has to pass final reading, Bill 212 will result in some changes to key election dates in 2010.  The nomination period will start January 1, 2010 and if the Bill passes, nominations will close on Friday, September 10, 2010 at 2:00 pm.  Different to previous years, any withdrawal of nomination must be made by that same date and time (September 10, 2010 at 2:00 pm).  Voting day has been moved up to the fourth Monday in October (October 25, 2010) as opposed to the second Monday in November.  

The Clerk presented Council with a summary of honorariums and mileage paid to council members for the year 2009.

Council reviewed a summary of outstanding overtime and vacation for the Roads Department for the current year. Payment of outstanding benefits will be in accordance with the Vacation and Overtime Policies.
The Clerk advised Council she had just received notice from one chartered bank that it would be discontinuing its practice of faxing a notice of on-line/telephone payments from our ratepayers.  A new process would be in place by February 2010 that would require us to obtain the information from a protected website.  A new service fee, starting at $15 per month would apply.  If we don’t sign onto the service, ratepayers dealing with that banking institution will have to make alternative payment arrangements with the municipality.  The clerk addressed the possibility of other banks following the same practice which would result in significantly higher bank charges for coming years.  Council questioned how many ratepayers use the automatic banking service and the Clerk confirmed more ratepayers are using it every year.  Additional information will be required before a decision
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is made on entering into an agreement with the financial institution.

Moved by Pat |Garside




2009-136
Seconded by Dave Leask
Resolved that we do authorize the payment of Township bills for the month of November 2009, in the amount of $161,658.79 as per Voucher 11-2009: Administration - $12,514.95; Algoma District Services - $26,851.33; Building - $693.00; Fire - $5,773.81; Miscellaneous - $4,453.08; Parks/Rec - $654.70; Roads - $110,717.92.        * Carried *
Moved by Dave Leask




2009-137
Seconded by Bob Courtney
Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 978-09 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of this meeting. *Carried*

Moved by Robert Jerrard




2009-138
Seconded by Pat Garside
Resolved that we do adjourn at 10:20 p.m., Council to meet again at the Hilton Township Municipal Office at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 or at the call of the Reeve. *Carried*

________________________                                    __________________________________

James See, Reeve                                                           Valerie Obarymskyj, Clerk Treasurer
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IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER TO OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT

IT IS ILLEGAL TO START WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT
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WINTER Hours in Effect from Sept 15/09 – May 15/10:





Saturday:    10:00 am  -  3:00 pm        Sunday: 2:00 pm  -  6:00 pm








The Hilton Township Municipal Office will be closed 


Thursday, December 24, 2009 to Friday, January 1, 2010, inclusive.
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From the Council and Staff


of Hilton Township –


May this joyous season


bring you and your loved ones


Peace, Health and Happiness


Throughout the coming year.








*** Building Inspection ***


Ron LeBlanc – Building Inspector - Call 1-800-797-2997
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